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culture. India lives for and through them. Her freedom
is but a step towards their becoming world-forces.
After the fiery ordeals of recent years, who dare say
that these are impossible ideals ?
These teachings have given a new direction to literary
currents. Mahatma Gandhi's inexorable demand of him-
self and others is that every human activity should directly
lead to moral and social good. Imagination revolving
in shapes and things of tempting beauty, has no place in
his scheme of things. He is the foe of anarchy and indivi-
dualism, and will not admit the value of romance which
does not keep close to the earth. His insistent emphasis
on truth challenges the earlier values in art and life. Man's
function is to become a unit of an organised whole, except
in so far as it is necessary to achieve individual moral
triumph. Joy of life, not arising from a sense of duty ful-
filled, has no right to exist. Power born of truth, self-dis-
cipline and service is the supreme good. Beauty apart from
it has little or no significance.
These teachings, coupled with Mahatma Gandhi's indiffer-
ence to literature as such, has led some to interpret them
to mean that the language of literature should be that of
the man in the street and that the only test of literature is
its immediate usefulness to the masses. His works, how-
ever, do not warrant any such inference.
IX
Dattatraya Balkrishna Kalelkar (Born 1886), popularly
known as Kaka Kalelkar, may be included in this chapter,
as his literary work is characterised more by the literary
tendencies for which Mahatma Gandhi stands than by
those which the main currents of Gujarat! literature ex-
hibit. His works are: Himftlayano Pravftsa, Journey to
the Himalayas (1923); KaklkarW Lekho, Writings of
Kalelkar (1924), being a large volume consisting of articles
on diverse subjects; Qtarfttt Div'dlo, Northern Walls (1925)
being the author's experience in jail; Purvaranga (1923);
^Smaranayfttffl (1934), author's reminiscences; and Lokamafa
(1934) , being collection of descriptive articles on the
Drivers of India. The miscellaneous writings can broadly

